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SPRING '89 JEWELRY FOCUS 


From the "Op Art" black and white and bright geometrics of the 60's, 
the initial pins and charm bracelets of the 50's to the romantic 
Medieval, Celtic and Byzantine influences -- Spring '89 jewelry 
Salutes the past with nostalgic and historic reverence. Brushed 
Silver creates an elegant foil for cool erystals and semi-precious 
stones, while also making an ideal finish for charm bracelets. 

Matte gold goes forward from Holiday as an alternative. 


ROXANNE ASSOULIN 


Roxanne Assoulin features Baroque pearls which dangle appealingly 
from brushed silver or gold chain bracelets, necklaces and earrings. 
Conversational charms, from ladybugs to hats, adorn brushed metal 
jewelry with interesting toggle closures, while enlarged versions 
vie for attention on a cord, creating an effective pendant cluster. 
Prices: $26 - $28. 39 West 37th St., NYC., 10018. (212) 869-5090. 


OPRING ’89 


INTENTIONAL 


The inspiration for this witty collection runs the gamut from 
calligraphy to Carmen Miranda! Retro 50's initial pins in cast 
zinc with three style options are finished in black, dull gold, 
rust and antique silver priced at $8.00 each. In the 60's mode-- 
pearls cascade from mobile-like earrings, cluster on brooches, 

go solo on stick pins and form a 40" necklace/bracelet. Prices: 
$12 - $28. The "Cocktail Era" group is comprised of metal and 
Austrian crystal beads in a myriad of colors, translated into 
flowers and floral arrangements on earrings and brooches. Prices: 
$18 - $36. The "Fruity" tropical jewelry exemplifies the true spirit 
of "kitsch" and features natural straw with miniature fruits on 
bangles, stick pins, barrettes and earrings. Prices: $14 - $35. 
1024 Wall Street, Los Angeles, CA 90015. (213) 749-1736. 


PREVIEW 
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SPRING JEWELRY-- continued 


LISA JENKS LTD 


This jewelry group is exceptionally creative and directional with an underlying 
Celtic/Medieval feeling. Beautiful and mystical amulet charms starkly contrast 
against black leather thongs used in necklaces and bracelets. These talismans 
reappear, dangling from a solid Celtic cross of an earring. The ethereal "Druidic" 
quality of these designs is enhanced by the brush/matte finish of sterling silver, 
vermeil or particularly outstanding-- green vermeil. Prices: $95 - $500. 

1239 Broadway, Penthhouse, NYC, 10001. (212) 532-4420. 


MARTHA STURDY 


In this collection, the 60's are revisited and re-interpreted with 80's verve. In 
a dazzling array of fun jewelry, chunky "building block" geometrics in brightly 
colored polyester resin are interspersed with "Op Art" black and white, all strung 
on brass-based wire. Included is a "cheeky" outsized variation on the charm brace- 
let which is destined to become a "blockbuster"! Prices: for earrings, bracelets 
and necklaces: $18 - $80. 16 West Fifth Avenue, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Canada V5Y 1HY, (604) 872-5202 or through Fragments, 107 Greene St., NYC, 10012. 
(212) 226-8878. 


NICHOLAS THATOS 


With his combination of brushed silver and gold with soft, pastel-hued stones 
(rose quartz, lavender amethyst, mother-of-pearl) this inspired young designer 
captures the essence of Spring '89. The mood is one of Byzantine romanticism, 
demonstrated by contrasting squares of semi-precious stones and crystals which 

are juxtaposed to create a "triptych" effect in a classic brooch. This effect is 
duplicated in exquisite earrings, when large matching stones are suspended between 
rows of miniature stones, set in brushed metal and culminating with a mother of 
pearl teardrop. Prices: $28 - $65. Judith Feldman Associates Inc., 389 Fifth Ave., 
NYC, 10016. (212) 683-1470. 


RTW: SPRING PREVIEW 


Spring comes alive in luscious colors and sumptuous fabrications with a touch 
of novelty for "career". The jacket takes off with a plethora of shapes and 
sizes, generally nipped at the waist and abbreviated. Pants look best in 
exaggerated forms, with wide legs and high waists, while skirts begin to 

look old-- possibly because we've been seeing them in every style imaginable. 
Tops look new with various surface interest and jumpsuits take on a renewed 
sophistication. 





RTW SPRING PREVIEW-- continued 


PERRY ELLIS PORTFOLIO uses cotton, silk, linen, pique and broadcloth for a 
young sophisticated collection. First delivery centers around black and white 
with green and canary yellow accents. A collarless, one-button, short-waisted 
jacket, in silk dupioni, is a new shape in the collection. The look is complete 
with a full-legged trouser or 31" straight skirt. PERRY ELLIS AMERICA creates 

a twist on the signature shirt, in cotton/linen, with embroidered (not printed) 
all-over dots. 


ANNE KLEIN II's fabrications are crisp in linen, crepe, silk ottoman and wool 
gabardine. Black and white in checks and plaids are played against splashes 
of red. The jacket looks new, short and fitted with three-quarter length sleeves, 
in black and white check-- usually paired with a classic trouser. A deft mix of 
prints looks great in the silk jacquard group, with a floral camp shirt worn over 
a foulard top and plaid walking shorts, all in subtle neutrals. 
> 
& 
make up the fabrications. A short, double-breasted jacket 
nips at the waist, then flares in rayon gabardine. Two w AY 
pegged skirts, at 23 or 30-inch, complete the look. The - 


"Garbo" jumpsuit, with notch collar, banded waist 
and wide legs, has a classic appeal. 







TAHARI's "All American" group is in red, navy and white. Rayon 
gabardine, silk broadcloth, georgette and crepe de chine 


CHRISTINE THOMSON uses 100% washed linen in charcoal, 
black, pale yellow, and strawberry. A bow-passementerie 
trim on a shawl-collar jacket sparks interest and 

adds a touch of femininity. A "rose" neck (matching 
roses forming a collar) fitted blouse is in lightweight 
handkerchief linen. CATHY HARDWICK's silk gabardine 
separates come in black and white houndstooth, mixing 
turquoise and hot pink. A jewel neck, double breasted, 
crop jacket tops high-waisted, full-leg trousers. 





With only a month until the New York collections, the indicators 
point to the continuing importance of the jacket and trouser 
silhouette. In a time of economic conservatism, this emphasis 

on the classics is not surprising or unwelcome. 





YOUNG DESIGNER FOCUS: SPRING '89 COLLECTIONS ’ 


ETHAN COHEN at 26, is a well-rounded young designer. He is a graduate of Harvard 
and F.I.T., has studied in Japan and has attended L'Ecole de la Chambre Syndicale 











YOUNG DESIGNER FOCUS-- continued 


de la Couture in Paris. He has also established an art gallery called "Art 
Waves," in New York's Soho, devoted to contemporary Chinese art. Cohen worked 
with Hubert de Givenchy, as both his couture and pret-a-porter assistant in 
Paris, and later was appointed head designer for Diane Von Furstenberg's 

New York Studio. 


This Spring '89 Collection marks the debut for Ethan Cohen under the auspices of 
Onna Inc. It is a veritable "tour de force," wherein precision 
tailoring and flawless design blend to capture the 
essense of "Nouvelle Couture." "My intention is 

to continue a fine tailoring tradition, designing 
elegant, flattering clothes of the highest quality, but 
at an affordable price." This simplicity of line and 
meticulous attention to cut and draping combine with an 
adventuresome spirit to project an air of insouciant 
sophistication. A shoulder-baring, curvaceous jersey 
evening dress with long sleeves, gains points with 
precise, waist-pinching pleats and bow accent. Jumpsuits 
take a new direction as a cross suspender attaches 
itself to a bustier punctuated with waist pleating, 
billowing out into a wide-legged pant. An hourglass 
of a dress in cotton jersey, is charmingly sensual, 
with an asymmetric "V" neck, mirrored in a dip at 
the waist and seamed to perfection in navy and 
white. An ottoman abbreviated jacket, with geometric 
scalloped neckline, teams with high-waisted, narrow 
or wide-legged pants or contour-conscious skirts 
with contrasting or matching suspenders. Mock turtle 
and boatneck tops, with short, long and kimono 
Sleeves are fabricated in silk, cotton jersey and 
cotton pique. Hemlines hover at the knee, with a J \ 









color key of navy and white accented with lively 
colors. This is a commanding collection, a 
"classical symphony", presented with fine virtuoso 
style by this talented new designer. $50 - $350. 
52 Greene Street, NYC, 10013 (212) 226-9292. 


The Spring '89 collection from RANDY KEMPER celebrates a full and successful 
year of designing under his own name. A graduate of Parsons School of Design, 
he worked for 2 years with Givenchy in Paris, and another 2 for Bill Blass 
These impeccable credentials contribute towards the flair of Kemper's versatile 
designs. "I design relaxed sportswear which has evolved into a tailored, 
contemporary style. I try to address what women actually want." Couture-like 
detailing is of paramount importance within this collection and reinforces 

the quality throughout. A distinctive "Savile Row" influence here, deriving 
perhaps from his education at a British school and his frequent, inspirational 


- 


YOUNG DESIGNER FOCUS-- continued 


trips to England. For Spring, we previewed 3 very diverse themes/groups-- 
each one, adroitly coordinated: 


The HAMPTON CLASSICS - salute to the 40's of Marlene Dietrich. Pale pink, 
mint and pearl grey in solids or pinstripes, harmonize subtly in this 
tailored, yet feminine group. A cinched, belted wrap jacket with 

pick stitching (a distinctly 40's detail) and softly padded 

shoulders, sensuously flows over an easy full cuffed pant-- | 
both in cotton/rayon gabardine. The double-breasted gabardine 

vest, seamed to jaunty points at the front, tops a yoked 

pleated short in rayon/linen. An oversized blazer in the same 

fabrication completes the perfect picture of breezy 40's 

nonchalance! 





BRITISH INDIA - harks back to the "Days of the Raj", as a streamlined £2 
Nehru jacket, in cotton/linen with fly front and embroidery detail, 
opens to reveal antique stripe lining-- precisely recreating the 
period. A 21" Bermuda or rayon/cotton cropped cummberbund pant 

is enhanced by the shirred waist of a rayon sleeveless shirt, \V 
ruching perfectly when tucked into the waistband. Ivory, khaki, 

white and greenish black contrast with khaki madras plaid and 
ivory/brown antique striping for full Colonial effect. 










BALI PRINT - combines the citrus hues of lime and tangerine with 
a blue/white batik print, creating an exotic South Sea Island 
flavor. Oversized, easy blazers in cotton/rayon print, and 
cropped pique jackets make a superb foil for the sensuously 
draped lines of skirts and pants. An ingenious Capri 

pant features extended flaps which wrap into a 


o 

softly sensational, yet practical sarong. a 

| ri 

< 

> 

Randy Kemper achieves that crucial mix of fantasy and S 

function with this collection-- taking you on a es 

voyage from nostalgia to paradise! $35 - $95. — 
202 West 40th Street, NYC, 10018. (212) 221-8640. WY | te 
a a 


ANDRE WALKER's collection represents the official launching of this unconven- 
tional and highly creative young designer under his own label. A native MBrit™, 
based in both London and New York, he is also designing on behalf of Williwear 
in a collaboration with the All Steel Furniture Company-- interpreting their 
newest furnishing fabrics into uniquely structured garments. This collection 
was shown at the Javits Center as part of Interior Design week. 


Theatricality, elegance and wit are paramount within his designs. Determined 


YOUNG DESIGNER FOCUS-- continued 





to flatter the female form, yet experiment with shapes and textures, 
he uses unorthodox combinations with powerfully dramatic effect. 
Seamed borders are a strong feature, often used as 

a "frame" to reinforce the contours, which veer from 

the sleek and streamlined to sweeping and voluminous. 

A constructed bodice with cap sleeves develops a surprising 


as 
pair of short shorts over narrow legged pants in | 
lightweight worsted wool; while an evening halter dress 
is approached as a coat (as many of his creations are), 
sensually caressing the body over flowing palazzos. ~ 
An amusing "handled T-shirt" features protruding 
armhole loops in cotton knit, while ultra-high 
waisted pants offer the intriguing option 

| 1 


of one billowing "skirt" leg, anda 

slim, tailored one in wool! This latter 

hybrid also comes as a knee-length dress/short 

with wrapped bodice. The "backless tent/coat" 

is an example of supreme audacity, with English silk faille 
swinging out from a yoke at the front, especially provocative 
when topping brief shorts. The color palette ranges from 
mustard, navy and deep coffee to yellow/white, green/white 
and black/white. Andre Walker will participate in "Absolut 
Passion for Fashion," a show sponsored by Absolut Vodka 

and Paper Magazine in November. "As a tribute to Paper, 

I thought I'd pay homage to newsprint and do everything 

for them in black and white!" A black and white color 

blocked kimono dress with paddle-shaped sashes and dipping 
front hem is one of his very worthy contributions. Andre 
Walker charts a new course in inventiveness with this dynamic 
Spring collection. $125 - $400. 242 West 38th Street, NYC, 
10018. (212) 254-1699. 


ANDRE WALKER 





*EDITOR'S NOTE: NY MARKETS '89-- JAN. 23; FEB. 21; APRIL 3; JULY 31; OCT. 23. 


*DON'T MISS EXHIBIT-- "GEOFFREY BEENE: THE FIRST 25 YEARS"; NATIONAL ACADEMY 
OF DESIGN, 1083 5TH AVE. (89/90TH ST); TUES 12-8, WED-SUN, 12-5. CLOSING 10/29. 
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